
Missions 

Mission Trips                                                                                                                
The youth has decided that they would like  to do 2 mission trips again in 2017. The week long SPY Project and a 

weekend of gleaning with Harvest of Hope. To open it up for more families I'm looking at October 6 

VA for Harvest of Hope. We will probably be gleaning apples. This is the same as we have done in summer 

time it's intergenerational. Which means children in 3rd grade and  up can attended. This would be a great family     

mission trip. The SPY project will probably be the end of July, more information to come on that mission. I'm hoping     

by getting the information out now you can make your plans and more people can attend. With Harvest of Hope       

learn about hunger and waste and with SPY Project give blessing to people in need in the New River Valley area.           

Let Steve Clark know if you are interested in either of these mission trips. We need to make plans now and so we       

                  can get registered.   

                    Angel Tree                                                               
Reminder that the Angel Tree gifts are due December 4. Bring them wrapped and put 

them in the library.  If you would like to help deliver, see Susan Clark 

                                             Winter Clothes                                                          
We are still collecting new or gently used hats, scarves, gloves, and blankets.  Put them 

in the basket outside the church office  

Food                                                                                                                         
Our Food Missions are going strong. The number of households coming for food has been increasing weekly.

this time of year please be in prayer for these people and pray we can help them with the food we receive. 

United Methodist Women                                                                                                     
United Methodist Women held their November meeting with Joan Herring giving a program on World Thanks. In       

December members and guests will enjoy dinner together at Cypress Cove Country Club to celebrate Christmas!

san Clark and Carolyn Beale attended the UMW Virginia Conference meeting in Richmond in October.

tend the Advent breakfast at Carson UMC on December 3. There were 12 Love Meals delivered in November and 

members will be making cookie bags for Love Meals on December 13. UMW ladies continue to support this mission 

with their cooking, baking and their help with preparation and delivering Love Meals

Choir                                                                                                                              
Members of our choir-Tom Ritter, Steve Clark, Erma Kitchen, Margie McClenny, and Carolyn Beale 

with the High Street UMC Choir for their Christmas cantata. The cantata directed by Mike Pollard is                          

Journey to Christmas and will be performed at the Franklin church on December 18 at 5:00 pm.

invited.  Our Courtland choir continues to enjoy gathering on Wednesday nights at 7:00 for a 45 minute practice.

everyone can see we really need new members.  Please consider joining us during the New Year.

Finance Chair                                                                                                                
The holiday season is upon us; my mail is heavy with donation requests and The Salvation Army will soon ring in the 

season - literally!  In years past I have looked beyond our community and sent money overseas.



THE METHODIST 

MESSENGER
  God Took Notice 

 Sometimes, when we talk about God, we use big words like “omniscient” (all-seeing) or 

true in describing God, but they are such big words that they give us a distorted picture of a God who was willing to enter t

a helpless baby to be present with us in the rocky journey we call life.   

God is “all-seeing,” but what God takes the time to look at is not just the big, world-shaping events of our time. God looks into our 

hearts. God looks into our lives. God pays special attention to the events that other people overlook

struggles that we so often think happen in secret are no secret to the God who notices.   

As we enter the season of Advent, we are going to take time to explore how God takes notice. Throughout scripture, going back

Hagar who was the first person to give God a name (she named God “El-Roi” or “The God who sees me

clear that God is looking over the earth and God sees those who suffer, who mourn, and who grieve. God also looks to see thos

are living lives of faithful devotion. 2 Chronicles says it this way: “The eyes of the Lord search the whole earth in order to strengthen 

those whose hearts are fully committed to him” (2 Chronicles 16:9). 

 Advent is a time of preparation for Christmas, and Advent is a time to tell the stories of those who God has noticed who the 

would simply have overlooked. God saw the heart of Mary and it was because God took notice of the pure heart in this young gi

an unimportant village that God sent Jesus into the world with Mary as his mother. God also took notice of the pure hearts an

Zechariah and Elizabeth (John the Baptist’s parents) and allowed that formerly barren woman to have a miraculous child of her own.  

The same is true of Hannah, the mother of the Old Testament prophet Samuel—God noticed her faith and gave her the child she 

prayed for. 

 Jesus’ coming was God taking notice of our brokenness and need as a people. It was God

and God hearing…and God responding. Jus like God had responded to the people’s cries to lead a slave people out of Egypt to      

become a nation, God responded in sending Jesus to rescue us from our slavery to sin and death.  

 The story of Christmas is a story of a God who takes notice. God saw then and God still sees today. God sees our hearts, our 

dreams, our hope, and our failures.  God sees those situations that no one else knows, whether it is abuse (as it was with Ha

oppression, or a heart broken by the loss of a dream. God sees you.  This Advent, come and worship the one who sees.  As you 

worship, may you recognize that God sees more fully and more deeply than we could have dared to hope.

 We are seen and known by God. We are not forgotten. When God sees, God acts—becoming Emmanuel or 

us come and adore him! 

November 27: "God Sees" Genesis 16:6-16; Psalm 136; Luke 1:5-17, 26-33. God sees our situations and our hearts regardless of 

what other people see! 

 

December 4th: "God Remembers" 1 Samuel 1:9-20; Psalm 9; Luke 1:6-79. God remembers our prayers and God is faithful to God

promises no how long we have been struggling. 

 

December 11th: "God Acts" Exodus 2:23-25; Luke 1:46-55. God takes what God has seen and remembers and acts in our world to 

bring freedom, hope, and healing to those who struggle and are oppressed. 
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God took Notice...and So Do We  

As we focus our times of worship throughout   
Advent on the incredible power of God to see and 
take notice of those situations in life that people 
often overlook, we are going to try to embody 
God’s ability to see the forgotten and overlooked 
in our lives.  

To do this, we are partnering with International 
Justice Mission (IJM), a wonderful               
organization whose sole focus is combating     
modern day slavery, to raise money for a  rescue 
operation to free modern day slaves.  For IJM to 
prepare for a rescue operation to free slaves,  
coordinate with the local police, and conduct a 
raid, the cost is $4,500.  $4,500 is our goal as a 
church.  At the end of this season, we want to be 
able to say that we did take notice of those who 
suffer in silence and we have made a difference 
in their lives. $4,500 is 90 people committing to 
give a $50 present to the work to end slavery, 
and so we are asking that you would add “Ending 
Modern Day Slavery” to your Christmas List.  Ask 
your family or friends this year to give to this work 
on your behalf (or give it on their behalf!) so that 
instead of having one more present for yourself, 
you will have given the gift of freedom this   
Christmas.  Checks can be made out to the 
church with “End Slavery for (your name)” in the 
memo or you can give to our online campaign at 
tiny.cc/andsodowe (there is more information about IJM and modern slavery here as well!)

Write your name in the blank below and hand out cards to those who might give you a gift this year! (More cards are 

available in the church office) 

All I want for Christmas is… 

To End Slavery! 

Instead of a present, please make a donation  

to Courtland UMC’s campaign to rescue modern day slaves.  You can give online at

 tiny.cc/andsodowe or write a check to the church marked  

“End Slavery for __________” 

All I want for Christmas is… 



Every Sunday throughout Advent, Sunday 

School meets at 10 AM for Ages 2

“The Wonder of Christmas

(Potluck dinner at 5:30. Childcare is available) 

COURTLAND UNITED  

METHODIST CHURCH 

22416 Main St. 

Courtland VA 23837 

Family Worship on Sundays at 11:00 AM      

Dec. 24th at 5:00 PM with a Christmas gift for 

Pajamas, Carols, and a Newborn King!                        

Mission 

Join us in three powerful 

missions this  

Christmas! 

God took Notice…                      

and so do we:                                                

We are partnering with   

International Justice     

Mission to raise money for 

a rescue operation to free 

modern day slaves.  Follow 

the link for more info:        

tiny.cc/andsodowe 

Angel Tree                      

Provide gifts for families in 

need 

Turkey Baskets                        

Pack and deliver a special 

Christmas meal 



Youth Ministry                                                                                                               
Youth Ministry Leader: Sarah Stephens                                                                                        

SQUAD Youth Group Leaders: Mary Hammock and LeeAnn Alexander                                                    

Pre K Leader: Jackie Hodges                                                                                                  

The Ark/KFC Leader: Joy Book                                                                                                 

SQUAD Sunday School Class Leader: Margaret Anne Smith

October at CUMC was a busy and fun month for our youth. One      

Sunday after church, the youth had lunch together and painted     

pumpkins. There were 32 pumpkins that were painted. Fun was had 

by all that were there…including the adults! On Halloween night, cars 

lined the parking lot of Courtland United Methodist Church for our 

Trunk or Treat event. This was an event opened to the whole                       

community. We gave away cards with youth information on them,                       

candy, and hotdogs. We had a great turnout from our church family 

and the community.                                                            

During the month of November, all Sunday school classes participated 

in the canned food drive. Canned goods were collected during Sunday 

school time as a competition to see who would win a breakfast from 

the SQUAD. We hope to teach the children that not all are as                         

fortunate as us, and that the canned goods are collected to stock our 

church pantry in hopes to help others.                                                                                       

  December always comes fast and is a busy month for everyone. 

Our youth will be riding in the Courtland Christmas Parade on Saturday December 3

for the parade this year is “Let His Word Unwrap the Gift of CHRISTmas

performing their Christmas Play: The Word Became Flesh on December 17

Christmas Eve Service, the youth will be a part of our Live Nativity Scene.                                                  

  Our next youth ministry meeting will be December 7
th
 at 7:00 PM. We would love to have     

anyone that is interested join us. Please email    

Sarah Stephens if you are interested in teaching 

or joining our youth ministry team –                                   

sanixon5@gmail.com.                                                                             

Happy Holidays,                                                                                                              

Sarah 

mailto:sanixon5@gmail.com


SQUAD 
 

The SQUAD has been in action during these last few weeks.  They have successfully organized a November Canned 
Food Drive.  This is a friendly competition between the Sunday School classes to see which class can bring the most 
non- perishable food items.  This event will conclude on the last Sunday of November.  The winning class will be 
nounced on December 4

th
 and will receive breakfast, compliments of the SQUAD, on December 11

 
The month of December is jammed packed with events that will no doubt bring you into the Christmas Spirit.  On 
December 3

rd
, Courtland UMC will be participating in the annual Courtland Christmas Parade!  The SQUAD kids are 

more than welcome to join in on the fun and hand out candy to the town.  Our theme for this year will be 
Gift of Christmas at Courtland UMC.”   
 
The SQUAD Christmas Party will be on December 10

th
 from 5:00-8:00 at Mary Hammock

use this time to prepare breakfast for the Food Drive winners, eat pizza, chili, and cookies, and have a Christmas Gift 
Exchange.  
 
Our most important event will be held on December 17

th
.  All SQUAD members are encouraged to arrive at the church 

at 9:45am to help with the Christmas Turkey and Angel Tree Gift distributions.  The success of this event will be based 
on the amount of youth we have.  There is no better way to get in the spirit of Christmas than giving to those in need. 
 
These fun filled events will round out our year and allow us to carry the spirit of Jesus with us into 2017.  Should you 
have any questions, comments, or suggestions do not hesitate to contact Mary Hammock 
Alexander.    

Nursery Coordinator 

Are you interested in joining a thriving children's ministry? At Courtland United Methodist Church, we are hiring a Nursery 

Coordinator! The Nursery Coordinator Position requires approximately 5 hours per week (half on Sunday morning and 

half during the week). Starting pay is $15/hour. Full job description is available at 

and references should be submitted to officeadmin@courtlandumcva.org. 

The Word Made Flesh 

We are excited about this year’s Youth Christmas Musical!  Performance Dates will be December 17

December 18th at 11:00 AM (During Sunday Worship).  The story of Christmas is a story that never goes old, but this 

year’s play will help us see the power of Christmas afresh as we join Esther and her family as they meet a traveling    

couple who turn out to be the parents of the One they have been praying and longing for!  The musical combines the 

story of scripture and Christmas Carols we know by heart with a twist that will leave you wondering how you would have 

responded if Mary and Joseph had come to your door. 

We can’t wait to share the story with you!  We’ll see you on the 17th or the 18th—and don’t forget to come early for a good seat!

Christmas Eve by Candlelight and Christmas Day in Pajamas

http://tiny.cc/cumcnursery
mailto:officeadmin@courtlandumcva.org





