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MESSENGER 
               Family on Mission                                                                          

From the beginning of scripture, God has been on a mission.  That mission started with creation, but quickly 

turned into a rescue mission as God’s people chose to turn away from God. From the third chapter of the Bible 

until the end, God has been on a rescue mission, working to restore God’s people to lives of hope, meaning, 

and relationship with God. Throughout God’s rescue mission, God has invited God’s people to be a part of 

what God is doing. The Old Testament prophets, priests, and kings were all called to help people find our way 

back to God, to know that God cares about us, and to discover the life that is really life. Jesus entered this 

world on God’s rescue mission to heal the broken relationships between us and God.  The church was born as 

part of God’s mission, and the church continues to exist today because we are part of God’s mission!                                                                                                               

At times we say, “the church has a mission,” but we should really say, “the mission of God has a church.” 

 Who we are as the church is part of God’s mission! As a church, we can only thrive as the people God 

wants us to be if we are living as part of God’s mission. For each of us as individuals the same is true. We are 

not simply trying to exist—God has gifted us and called us to unique roles in God’s work on earth. A major 

part of my role as your pastor is to help you see those gifts, understand your call, and live as a person on     

mission.   Together, as Courtland United Methodist Church, we are also called to a unique place as a family on 

mission. God has called us to a special focus on connecting with children and youth to help them connect with 

God. God has invited us to be a part of the work of providing for those who are hungry in our community and    

meeting the needs of those impacted by natural disasters in our area. We are not just a church with a mission, 

we are a church who is part of God’s mission in Courtland, Southampton County and around the world!                                                             

From time to time we need to take a hard look at mission, and that will be our focus during August.      

Throughout the month we are going to be focusing on our place in God’s mission through a series titled, 

“Mission  Moments.” Each Mission Moment will give us a glimpse into one way we are a part of Gods      

mission! We began by hearing from the youth about this summer missions on August 14 and had a focus on 

our food ministries with special guest speaker Jean Stephenson from Southampton County Social Services  on 

August 21st.               Upcoming dates include:                                                                                                                             

August 28th-A focus on the reconstruction work of the United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) in 

response to the tornado damage in Waverly with guest preacher  Forrest White (Disaster  Recovery   

Manager, United Methodist Volunteers in Mission)                                                                                                                          

September 4th-A celebration of our summer children’s ministry, Weird Animals, led by the children and 

adult leaders.                                                                                                                                                                                 

I hope you will join us to hear what God is doing in and through our church. I pray that you would be listening 

as well to how God is calling you to be a part of God’s 

great mission, because mission is not what we watch     

others do, it is what we join as God’s people!                                  

Grace and Peace,  

Pastor Andrew 

 

            Your turn: 

1) What are the unique gifts, skills, talents that God has 

given you?                                                                                                 

2) What are the passions God has placed in your heart?                    

3) How do your gifts and passions combine to show you 

your unique place in God’s mission? 

COURTLAND UNITED METHODIST CHURCH                                                                                                 August/September  2016 

In the middle of July, six youth attended the 

Society of St. Andrew Harvest of Hope  

Potato mission trip on the Eastern Shore of 

Virginia. Along with other churches, the 

youth gleaned 3,400 pounds of potatoes 

that provided 10,000 servings to families in 

the Northern Neck. This trip was a very 

humbling  experience and each youth  

member now has a desire to provide food to 

the hungry and “food desert” areas.  The 

SQUAD made a covenant that they would 

begin to volunteer their time to help with 

the food pantry at the church and help de-

liver Love Meals 

Mary Hammock 

Harvest of Hope 

On July 15, Mary Hammock and myself 

carried six, of our youth, Ellen Davis,      

Rachel Jarrett, Alexis Clapp, Coles Owens, 

Maytson Crutchley, and Nate Owens to the 

Eastern Shore to glean potatoes.  They had 

a wonderful trip and learned about Harvest 

of Hope and food waste.  This was Mary’s 

first trip and I   believe she as much fun as 

the kids.     

Steve Clark                                                                                    



              SQUAD 
 
First, let me start by saying how excited LeeAnn and I are to be        

co-leaders of the SQUAD.  I have been praying for a long time that God 
would show me what my mission in life was.  I truly believe that prayer was 
answered when I came to Courtland United Methodist Church for the first 
time.  Quickly after that first Sunday, I experienced deep heartbreak and    
didn’t really know how the pieces were ever going to fit back together.  
Looking back on the last six months of my life, I knew I was called to be a 
youth leader and the SQUAD has definitely filled a huge hole that I had in my life.  With that being said, we 
have great plans in action that will take the youth group to a new level.  

This summer, the SQUAD had the opportunity to attend two different mission trips and I couldn’t be 
prouder of the way each member conducted themselves.   

We enjoyed Sunday where the church had the chance to hear about both mission trips.                                         
Starting in October, the SQUAD will be meeting the second Sunday of every month.  This will give LeeAnn 
and I a chance to get to know the youth on a personal level and watch them grow in their faith.  Our Sunday 
meetings will include lessons on missions, cooperation, and helping the youth discover their purpose within 
the church and community.  LeeAnn and I have some great ideas planned to get the SQUAD out into the 
community more so stay tuned!  Each quarter we will also plan a “fun” event for the SQUAD whether it be 
eating pizza and going bowling or having a movie night at the church.   

I cannot begin to express how grateful I am for this experience and the overwhelming support I am 
receiving from the congregation.  I am truly looking forward to getting to know each youth member and I 
cannot wait to see what God has in store for us all.                                                    

Blessings, 
Mary Hammock  

I have returned from our second mission trip on Friday, August 5.  Holly Dawson and myself carried seven 
of the older youth to Christiansburg, VA to work on homes in the New River Valley.  The camp was called 

SPY which stands for Summer Project Youth.  Fieldstone UMC sponsors this camp which runs for seven 
weeks. We were there for the last week.  In total they completed 42 homes in this region.  Our group worked 
on and completed three porches, sanded and painted sheet rock, installed a toilet, and other odd jobs.  They 

all seemed to have a great time.  Those attending were Ellen and Grace Davis, Alexis and Christopher Clapp, 
Rachel Jarrett, Maytson Crutchley and T.J. Dawson 

Steve Clark 

UMW  

Summer is coming to an end which means that the United Methodist Women are gearing up for another 
year.  Our next meeting will be September 12 at 7:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall with our 2017 Pledge       
Service.  All women are invited to join us. The UMW is a mission oriented group of women. We support 
World, National, and Local missions. Yes we cook, but that is not our main  focus. Please join us.                                                                                                                                                           
Several years ago the United Methodist Women published a cookbook, "By His Hand We Are Fed" with   
recipes from the members of our church. Not only recipes but there is also a lot of church history in those 
pages.  There are still available for purchase at $10.00.  They make great wedding presents, birthday          
presents, and with Christmas coming....you get the picture. If you would like one, please see Carolyn Beale                     
Susan Clark 

2016 Annual Conference Report                

This was the 234th session of The Virginia Annual      

Conference with the theme of “They Will Be Done”. The 
Annual conference offering goal was $150,000 and to be 
divided among two oversea missions and Virginia      

Disaster Relief.                                                            
Bishop Young Jin Cho delivered his last Episcopal        
address to the conference, time played a large part of his 

address as he went over his 4 years as Bishop focusing on 
the ministries of the churches.                                                                                                              
On Friday night we attended the Service of                       
Remembrance and Holy Communion delivered by Rev. 

Myrtle Hatcher of Main Street UMC in Suffolk. It was a 
very moving service, honoring those who have passed away after giving countless hours waiting with folks in 
all kinds of circumstance because they were committed to the mandates of the gospel that say we will offer 

Love and Hope and Caring whenever it is needed.                                                                                                                                                              
Martha Stokes and Rev. Tom Berlin gave an overview of the General Conference in Seattle, Washington. 
They discussed the issue of human sexuality and how painful this discussion can be.                                                                                                                             

Saturday, there were only three resolutions to be considered.  The first was titled “Bar the Box”, it was voted 
on to pass along to the Virginia Legislative Branch to take off the box on job applications that askes to be 
checked if you have been a felon. The  second resolution was voted and passed to encourage to establish a 

mentoring ministry for adolescents in their community. And the last resolution was a request from Christians 
in the Holy Land to work together for diplomatic and none violent solutions to the problems of this region. 
This passed at General Conference so no vote was taken.                                                                                                            

The total number of kits delivered to conference was 51,935:                                                                                                                               
Bedding Kits - 55                                                                                                                                                                                                
Birthing Kits - 2,634                                                                                                                                                                                     

Cleaning Kits - 303                                                                                                                                                                                          
Health Kits- 29, 625                                                                                                                                                                                        
Layette Kits -  1,347                                                                                                                                                                                      

School Kits - 7,12                                                                                                                                                                                            
Sewing Kits – 369                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Also approximately 9,300 lbs. of food was collected for food missions.                                                                                                                     

Next year the conference will be held in Hampton, VA.                                                                                                                                   
Steve Clark  



Youth Ministry  

                                                                                                                                                                               
Youth Ministry Leader (Pre School-5th grade): Sarah Nixon                                                                                       
Youth Group Leader (SQUAD): Mary Hammock and LeeAnn Alexander                                                                      
Pre School Leader: Jackie Hodges                                                                                                                               
The Ark (K-2nd grade) & Kid’s For Christ (3rd-5th grade) Curriculum Leader: Joy Book                                                
The SQUAD Sunday School Leader (6th grade & up): Margaret Anne Smith      

The Youth Ministry Team was very busy during the month of June. We put on our annual Vacation Bible 
School. The dates of this event were June 26th-June 30th. Our theme this year was Egypt: Joseph’s Journey 
from Prison to Palace. We traveled to the Market Place, the Prison, and the Palace, and joined in celebration 
each night in the sanctuary. The children participated in Egyptian games, crafts, and story time. We learned 
that God gives us hope, special abilities, wisdom, and a family. The average attendance was 45 children. We 
would like to thank everyone that helped with Vacation Bible School. Without supply donations, dinners    
prepared each night, and members that volunteered their time to be there each evening, we would not have 
been able to make VBS a success. We are already looking forward to next year.                                                                                                                               
Our summer Sunday school program, Weird Animals, has been a lot of fun. We have combined all age groups 
in the new youth room upstairs, for an hour each Sunday of dancing, singing, crafts, and story time. Joy Book 
has done a wonderful job preparing the curriculum for each week. Our last Sunday of the summer program 
will be September 4th. We will go back to the regular Sunday school classes for each age group on September 
11th.                                                                                                                                                                     
Our next events that we have planned are Blessing of the Backpacks and our Fall Kick Off. Both events will 
take place on Sunday September 11th. Children of all ages are encouraged to bring their backpacks to worship 
service. We will join in praying for a safe and successful school year, and pass out keychains that have been 
purchased. Following the service, we will have food, fun, and fellowship available for all families. We hope 
everyone can join!                                                                                                                                                  
Thank you for everyone’s continued support for the Courtland United Methodist Youth Ministry. We look 
forward to all of our upcoming events and hope to see new faces out there. If you are interested in joining The 
Youth Ministry Team or becoming a Sunday school teacher, please contact   

Sarah Stephens  sanixon5@gmail.com. 

Encourage Team             

The Encourage Team would like to welcome our new member. Mrs. Gayle Benton. Gayle wants to be part of  

our ministry because she believes in our mission. She sees the need to reach out to our church members, who 

are unable to attend church for whatever the reason may be. She wants them to know that they are still a vital 

part of our church.                                                                                                                                                             

If you know of someone who could benefit from this ministry, or would like to be part of it, please contact 

Pastor Andrew Book or Maxine Ritter. 

                Finance 

Sharing from a book I read over the summer, addressing the need for financial ministry within the church:  to 
not teach financial discipline “denies the pastor insight into what is happening within a person’s soul.  The 
one thing standing between God and a person’s heart is their wallet.  Finances are one of the few indicators 
we have as to a person’s relationship with Christ.  The love of material things is our greatest sin, and churches 
are called to break it down.  Money easily corrupts and can cause someone to lose their 
way.”                                                                                                                                                                      
This is a message we want taught and a lifestyle we want lived!  Courtland UMC is in the business of saving 
your soul and growing your relationship with God – giving 10% to God through the weekly offering is an act 
of worship to which we are all called.                                

 Margaret Anne Smith 

 

For most of us, fall is the start 
of a new year. It is a time of 
gathering back together from 
our summer adventures and  
vacations and re-focusing on 
what we are going to be about 
for the next nine months.  The 
beginning of fall is a time to 
figure out where we are  going 
to put our energy and focus for 
those nine months.  Our hope is 
being a part of the ministries of 

Courtland United Methodist Church helps you to find your focus on 
living out your faith in all of your life.  As we launch into the fall, we 
want to invite you to our Fall  Kick-off.  We will be celebrating our Summer Animal focus by bringing in the 
Teeny Tiny Farm Petting Zoo as well as setting up a bounce house, snow cones, lunch, and more after 
worship on September 11th.  This will be a time of fun and celebration as well as a time to   invite you to set 
into the fall with a renewed commitment to what God is doing in and through Courtland United Methodist 
Church.  We're looking forward to seeing you on the 11th!      

NEW SERMON SERIES!! 

September 11th will also mark the start of a new series, "The Big Rocks," designed to be a time of both  wor-

ship and workshop to help you figure out what your "big rocks" (important things in your life) are and put 

those big rocks into your schedule first  

Nursery Coordinator 

Are you interested in joining a thriving children's ministry? At Courtland United Methodist 

Church, we are hiring a Nursery Coordinator! The Nursery Coordinator Position requires     

approximately 5 hours per week (half on Sunday morning and half during the week).     

Starting pay is $15/hour. Full job description is available at http://tiny.cc/cumcnursery.          

Resumes and references should be submitted to officeadmin@courtlandumcva.org. 

FALL KICK-OFF SEPTEMBER!!!! 

mailto:sanixon5@gmail.com
http://tiny.cc/cumcnursery
mailto:officeadmin@courtlandumcva.org


"It's All About Lay Servants!" 
 

REGISTRATION FORM 
                            LAY SERVANT TRAINING EVENT 

 
 

High Street United Methodist Church 
31164 Camp Pkwy, Courtland, VA 23837 

Friday Oct 14 6-9 PM Saturday, Oct 15, 8:30 AM – 4:00 PM  
Check-in: Friday, Oct 14   5:30-6 PM 

BASIC AND ADVANCED COURSES 
******* 

 
NAME (please print):  LAST ______________________ FIRST _____________________________ 
 
ADDRESS:  STREET ______________________CITY ______________ STATE ______ ZIP _____ 
 
TELEPHONE ______________ CELL _____________ EMAIL _____________________________ 
 
Your Church Name/City & District Name: 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Cost for participation is $20.00 and includes course materials, coffee, breakfast pastries, and lunch. 
 
Make checks payable to James River District and specify "LAY SERVANT TRAINING"' in the notes 
section. Mail registration forms and checks to Richard Speirs PO Box 65 Disputanta, VA 23842. 
 
_______ Basic Course – This course is the foundation for all other Learning and Leading courses. 
In this course you are encouraged to discover and employ personal spiritual gifts as God intended. 
Participants are invited to consider the importance of   exercising servant leadership, developing fu-
ture leaders, remaining rooted in consistent spiritual practices, and being part of a group that holds 
members accountable in their discipleship. This course offers guidelines for best practices as a 
church leader and in mission and ministry in the community and in daily life.  Leader—Richard 
Speirs. Book:  Lay Servant Ministries Basic Course, Sandy Jackson with Brian Jackson, ISBN 
9780881776263.   
 
_______ Leading Worship - Class Leader, Rev Nathan Decker - This course focuses on the minis-
try of the Lay Servant who either regularly or occasionally leads a group or congregation in worship. 
Book:  Worshiping with United Methodists (REVISED)Hoyt Hickman Participant’s Book • AB526 • 978
-0-6873-3526-8 
 
_______  Discovering Your Spiritual Gifts – This course helps you understand spiritual gifts and 
how you and your church can use them to fulfill your mission and ministry. You will also learn what it 
means to be a spiritual leader and you will be equipped to lead others in exploring and using their 
spiritual gifts. Leader—TBD       Book: Rediscovering Our Spiritual Gifts, by Charles V Bryant, 
ISBN 978-0-8358-0633-6 and Your Spiritual Gifts Inventory, ISBN 0-8358-0819-X  
Registration Deadline:  Oct 7th, 2016  
 
*** Do you have any special food/allergy/medical which we need to know about? 
___________________________________________________ 
 
CONTACT for more information:  Richard Speirs (804)836-3916 richard.speirs@yahoo.com         

COURTLAND UNITED  

METHODIST CHURCH 

22416 Main St. 

Courtland VA 23837 
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